
Appendix 1

Alex Golding,  Alton Sports Centre Action Group 12th Feb 2018

Good evening chairman.

My objective is to convince you of the need to reject these plans in their current form until such 
time that effective community consultation has been held. One that properly informs the design 
process, one that was promised and one that is focussed on - I quote from EHDC’s mission 
statement -- “improving people’s lives by providing public services that meet our communities’ 
needs”.

You will be aware of the well-documented areas of planning policy that many believe would be 
breached by these plans; similarly, the wide range of activities that would be immediately 
disadvantaged in their different ways - eight in total.  Plus - the total exclusion of another seven.  
And the objections raised by Sport England still stand: they have stressed that work should not 
commence until all their objections have been resolved.

Bizarrely, there is no crèche provision. How many young parents would that exclude, and how much 
revenue would be lost?  

After-school clubs are over-subscribed.  Everyone Active’s answer is “clever scheduling” –but that 
won’t address the capacity problem in that crucial 4-7 pm period.

Now if we allow for future population growth (50% over the building’s 40 year lifespan is a 
conservative estimate), how can the proposed design be described in any way as providing 
‘enhanced’ facilities – surely that has to mean quantity as well as quality?  And why limit the 
building’s commercial potential in this way?

Also, why such a regressive design in terms of energy?  There are huge cost-savings from proven 
technologies ideally suited to such a public building, but the plans make absolutely no mention of 
them. This is a material consideration.

Now by virtue of the promises made in the report to committee at outline stage, let’s be in no 
doubt chairman   – these are all Reserved Matters, and have to be debated, and voted upon, this 
evening.

Finally, and it’s not made clear in the report before you, there are still ongoing land ownership 
issues with the Cardiac Rehab Centre next door, and it’s clear that permission will not be granted 
until a suitable new lease and Memorandum of Understanding has been agreed and signed.

To conclude... My plea to you is that you will act purely to achieve the best outcome for the 
community you serve.  Please show vision and courage, not to merely abstain (which is approval by 
default), but to positively reject these plans in their current form.  Let’s have a sports centre of 
which both this authority, and the wider community, can be rightly proud.


